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Professional Experience: 

2019 – present | African Plant Nutrition Institute 

Dr. Phillips is currently Principal Scientist for the African Plant Nutrition Institute, headquartered on the 
campus of Mohamed VI Polytechnic University (UM6P) in Benguerir, Morocco, where he also holds the 
academic rank of Professor.  Dr. Phillips serves as research theme leader for all precision nutrient 
management projects within APNI.  He also organized and hosted the West African Forum on Precision 
Agriculture (WAFPA; 100+ attendees representing 10 countries; https://www.apni.net/wafpa/), the 1st 
African Conference on Precision Agriculture (AfCPA; 750+ attendees representing 50+ countries; 
https://paafrica.org/), and founded the African Association for Precision Agriculture (AAPA; 
https://paafrica.org/About/AAPA). In his role as professor at UM6P, Dr. Phillips developed and serves as 
coordinator for an Executive MS curriculum in precision agriculture.  He also lectures each semester on 
precision agriculture topics in courses on Fertilizer Science and Technology and Crop Nutrition.  He 
currently serves as major advisor for three Ph.D. students and one M.S. student pursuing degrees in 
precision agriculture. 

2007 – 2019 | International Plant Nutrition Institute 

As North American Director for IPNI, Dr. Phillips led research and educational programs related to 
precision nutrient management. He served as organizer and chairman for the annual InfoAg Conference, 
one of the largest precision agriculture events in the world (1300+ attendees representing 20+ countries; 
https://infoag.org/).  Dr. Phillips also represented IPNI in many international research collaborations, 
training events, and conferences on precision agriculture. 

1999 – 2007 | Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

At Virginia Tech, Dr. Phillips led an internationally recognized research and extension program in precision 
agriculture and developed the first crop sensor-based algorithms for nutrient management in the eastern 
USA. He mentored several graduate students and post-docs in precision nutrient management during his 
tenure.  
 
Education: 

Ph.D. Soil Fertility, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1999 
M.S. Agronomy, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1995 
B.S. Agronomy, Cameron University, Lawton, Oklahoma, 1993 
 
Affiliations: 

African Association for Precision Agriculture, 2020-present 
International Society of Precision Agriculture, 2010-present 
American Society of Agronomy, 1995-present 
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Soil Science Society of America, 1995-present 
 
Honors and Awards: 

Agronomic Industry Award, American Society of Agronomy, 2017 
Robert Glenn Rapp Foundation Distinguished Graduate Fellowship, 1997-1999 
Outstanding Ph.D. Student, Dept. of Plant and Soil Sci., Oklahoma State University, 1999 
Outstanding Senior in Agriculture, Cameron University, 1993 
 
Publication Summary: 

Refereed Journal Articles – 39 Extension/Technical – 79 
Proceedings – 14 Abstracts – 52 
Non-Refereed Research Reports – 35  Book Chapters – 4 
Web-Based Communications – 7  
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